WAGA 50TH STATE GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS
7TH – 15TH JAN 2010

COACHING PROGRAM
The WA State Gliding Championships are to be held at GCWA, commencing Thursday 7th Jan, with nine days of competition concluding on Fri  15th Jan.

This years Comps committee has been successful in inviting two world class Australian champions to attend the event. Phil Ritchie and Allan Barnes, both whom have competed in World Club Class Championships, will fly in our State Championships at Cunderdin. 
Thanks to the generosity of WAGA, and Beverley Soaring and Narrogin Gliding Clubs permission to use their state of the art gliders, Alan and Phil will fly as pilot in command in the DG twin seaters, and provide valuable insight through their coaching, into how to fly competitively.

The Comps committee has decided that the front seat in each of the DGs, on each day of the State Comps  will be offered to all cross country endorsed, Glider Pilots in WA. This will enable those pilots with limited cross country time, and those who have never flown in  the State Comps, to experience first hand the thrill of actually competing in a gliding race at championship level. Competition entrants who decide to fly with Phil or Alan for a day will be granted a lay day, and suffer no points penalty
Now please consider that these pilots from the east, are at the top level of our sport, and the experience you will gain in just one days flying with them will most surely open your eyes to the possibilities at hand for your future gliding career.  Don't miss this rare opportunity to have a national champion as your coach.
Take a day off , but YOU MUST BOOK YOUR FLIGHT.
Flights are available at $195 per day (inclusive of aerotow) and must be booked and paid for by 31st  Oct. 
Bookings can be made on specific dates of the Comps, by emailing rodcartr@avon.net.au  Payment will guarantee your seat on a specific date.
In the event that bad weather cancels your day, a full refund will be made.

In the event that the participant cancels their day, no refund will be made.

Participants will be responsible for half the cost of any aero retrieve.

For further information please phone either

Rod Carter 

96 417 045

Denis Macneall  
92 469 593
Coaches Resume

I started gliding in 1983 at the Beverley Soaring Society and flew there in my 1/2 share of WUM an Astir CS for a number of years until forced to give up gliding while studying to become a veterinarian at Murdoch University. After moving to Adelaide in 1996 my cross country flying increased significantly and I attended my 1st national Club  Class Championship in 1999 in Temora NSW. With an outrageous amount of good luck I managed a day win and from then on I was hooked. Aiming to improve my consistency I attended several coaching weeks at Waikerie and also monopolised the club coach for 2 seasons. Only then success came a bit more regularly. My first National Championship win was at Waikerie in 2004 flying a DG200. The win saw me selected to fly at the World Club Class Championship in Norway where I met Allan Barnes for the first time who was flying for New Zealand. My second Championship win was at Benalla in January 2007. I won the DCE Australian Gliding Trophy for the 2007-2008 Summer season, the same season I flew my one and only 1000km flight in my LS4. During the Last two seasons I've managed to place second in the Club Class Nationals. Currently I'm place 94th in the IGC ranking system, and am number 4 in Australia (4 of the top 10 fly out of Gawler!!!?)
I was on the committee for the Adelaide Soaring Club for 3 years including being President for a year. During those years I was also convenor for the Australian Multi-Class Championship hosted at Gawler in 2005-2006 and Competition Director for the Australian round of the Gliding Grand Prix held at Gawler in the summer of 2006-2007. Now I coach in the ASC's DG1000 and I'm (slowly) getting my Power Licence.
 

Philip Ritchie
Born in New Zealand in 1962, and moved to Australia at the age of 20 where I learned to fly hang gliders at Stanwell Tops near Sydney. I moved to the UK in 1989 primarily to learn from the best hang gliding pilots in the world (at the time). I eventually represented the UK at 22 international events including 3 world hang gliding championships. In 2000 I was simultaneously UK, Australian and New Zealand champion, and briefly ranked #1 in the world. Converted to sailplanes in 2002 after a hip injury sustained in a parachute deployment in a broken hang-glider meant I could no longer foot-launch! Returned to Australia in 2003, and represented New Zealand at the Club Class World champs in Norway in 2004, placing 14th. Moved to Queensland in 2005 and won the Club Class Nationals at Kingaroy 2008. I was selected to represent Australia at the 2008 Club Class World Champs in Rieti, Italy, where I placed 15th. I’m currently attending the Club Class pre-Worlds with Mike Codling in Prievidza, Slovakia. 

 Favourite gliding moment:  Finishing 1st and 2nd pair-flying with Mike at Easter 2009 was a big one, but really there are too many to choose from – I love cross-country flying and, when not in a hurry, especially playing with birds and clouds. I am still learning about the wonders of shear-wave and being hundreds of feet above cloudbase. Still looking for my diamond height though!
Allan Barnes
