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AGM notice 6 

Upcoming Events  7 

Duty Roster 8 

“Learning the secret of flight from a bird was a good deal like learning the secret of magic 

from a magician. After you know what to look for you see things that you did not notice 

when you did not know exactly what to look for.” 

— Orville Wright 

Do you know your air space requirements? 
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New Roster. 

Still settling into the winter Saturday only operation but we’ll stick with it until the end of the current roster and see 

how it goes. As I said last month, there may be occasions when Saturday weather looks bad and Sunday might be better. 

In this case the duty instructor, duty tow pilot and duty team leader will be consulted. Any change will be emailed to all 

on the Friday. If in doubt, please check with them before going up. 

 

Qualifications and Check Flight List. 

The list includes the dates of your last check flight. The ‘check flight’ should be an annual flight review, and should 

result in revalidation of all your endorsements such as Independent Operator and Passenger carrying. 

 

Ab Initio Course 

The Course took place 31st May to 2nd June with three candidates in the end. Over 60 flights were carried out over the 

three days, in spite of strong winds on the first day and low cloud on the third. Mark Keating and Sally Gorta both so-

loed on the Monday and new member James Ross made significant progress towards solo. Launching was subsidized 

by Ministry of Sport. Many thanks to Charlie, Dave and Zoltan for their help with instructing, and to Knut and Alan for 

towing. 

 

Wave Camp 

Still no starters for the 20 July 1 Aug Wave Camp from GCWA.  

Coordinators for BSS are Ian Cook, ian_cook@iinet.net.au or 

Stephan Friedrich 0413 827 107 home 089 354 3103 

 

 Aerobatics. 

Please note these are not to be carried out without proper training and log book endorsement, and then only if author-

ised by the duty instructor of the day. 

 

GFA Operations Panel Meeting  

Held in Melbourne 7-9 June. See separate report. 
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Operations Panel Meeting 2008.:Melbourne 7/9-6-2008 

1.  Pilot Training 

Ralph Henderson and Jenny Thomson attended on behalf of the Sports Committee. The OD on pilot training was re-

drafted to bring the progression to the GPC (Glider Pilot Certificate) to the front and to emphasise that club instruc-

tors had lost none of their authority for operational safety and training in basic pilot skills.  Application form for GPC 

to be signed by the responsible instructor.  

This followed the perception mainly in NSW, that the instructor role would be reduced by the new training system. 

The OD will now go out for final (hopefully) consultation and issue. The paper on thermalling will be referenced 

along with the applicable section of the Instructors handbook, but not included in the OD. 

 2. Medical Standards. 

 OD finalised as endorsed by Richard Pincus (Lawyer/Doctor and GFA member). Will rely on the applicant’s GP 

certifying that the Ausroads driver medical standards have been met. It was noted that the BGA require a higher 

medical standard for instructing and passenger carrying but the Ops Panel did not think this necessary. 

 3. Competition Entry Standards. 

Not to be an OD. 

Basic safety requirements to be included in the MOSP. Other requirements referred to the Sports Committee. 

 4. Gliding Double Cross Symbol. 

Agreed to approach CSA to remove the requirement for the symbol to be displayed adjacent to the windsock when 

gliding operations were in progress. 

 5. Power Assisted Sailplanes (Sustainers) 

Powered Sailpane manual to include section on starting procedures and safe heights. 

 6. Passenger Carrying. 

L1 and L2 now combined. 

 7. L2 Independent Ops. 

L1 will be incorporated in the new GPC, however, the panel considered the L2 rating was still appropriate for gliders 

operated from sites remote from the host club. These would normally be motor gliders. 

 8. Safety Systems Review. 

Presentation by Jenny Thompson. Model that suits GFA needs to be produced. Feeling that if we don’t do it, CASA 

will do it for us. GFA will be advertising for volunteers to make up a national Safety Committee. 

 9. On line Accident Reporting. 

To be considered. Presently 3-40 reports received each year. Improvement since the forms have been placed on the 

website. Possibly an initial brief report submitted on line followed by the normal report. Near misses should be in-

cluded CTO Air to be advised if there are any airworthiness issues (New section already included on form) 

 10. Dual Towing. 

OD on dual towing acceptable rope rings finalised. Has been waiting or airworthiness response. 

Ultra light Tug Performance. 

Must meet JAR 22 Appendix K to be approved for glider towing. ROC to be around 250’ per minute. RA Aus have 

agreed they will not issue a towing approval without GFA acceptance. Position of release knob on some ultra lights 

very low down on panel. Could be an issue with tug upsets 

 11, Pilot Qualification Renewal. 

Ratings such as Independent Ops, passenger Carrying, aerobatics etc should be renewed at the annual competency 

check.  
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Howard Buskin and Kevin Saunders in the LK10 


