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�� ecent statistics indicate that the typical aviator has above    
average intelligence, an acute sense of awareness and an 

EQ that is off the chart. Here at GCWA, maybe it is because 
we are the longest established Gliding Club in WA, but here 
we are a little different;  we are complete “air-heads”, or more 
correctly termed “aero-heads”.  Welcome to Glidabout, the 
monthly newsletter of the Gliding Club of WA (GCWA).       
This newsletter is about flying—period. Enjoy! 
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To Watch Out For: 

· Who claimed a State Speed record 
this month? 

· Who flew the paint off  an Astir? 

· Who flew 860 km in a day? 

· Learn how to keep our Tug            
running for ever.  

· Photos of our “new” IS 28B. 

· Can you pass our quiz on Rules of  
the Air? 

Inside this edition 
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Recent Activity. 
Enterprise week.  
Great performances by Lee Hird 
(first 300k and  500k) James 
Cooper (flights up to 860 k) 
Chris Runeckles (State 300k 
triangle record speed)  
Charlie Deal (first 500k) and 
Iain Russell (128.54 kph round 
300k in his Astir! Imagine what 
he’ll do in his Discus!!!) 
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New Roster going up to 18 February has been 
modified, but only for tow pilots. New roster fol-
lows in this issue. There are still some TBA’s for 
the State Comps but we’ll get there. 
The support crews are working well so far. Please 
continue to give the Team Leaders your support. 
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At Cunderdin this year, running from 3-13 Janu-
ary 2007 including practice days. We have entries 
in both Club Jantars. No two seater entries as yet. 
You need to be current in cross country, and have 
either an FAI Competitors License or written per-
mission from the CFI to enter. 
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Terry Fromont did his first solo at GCWA, with 
Luana Fromont and Sally Gorta progressing well 
in their training.  
�
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Lets all try to maintain our good record for the 
rest of the soaring season. 
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Kevin Cruickshank is out of hospital and in rea-
sonable spirits. However, he has to return for fur-
ther treatment and won’t be able to fly for some 
time. We wish him well for his recovery. Alan 
Powell has been medically cleared to fly again 
and is back in the saddle.  
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FSJ is back in service with its brand new engine. 
It certainly has more power and less noise and 
will give us long reliable service with careful 
treatment. As I said last month, you can help by 
not calling for the tug to be started until you’re 
ready to launch (including pre-takeoff checks), 
taking the fuel out to the tug so it doesn’t have to 
taxi in, and not sneaking an extra 100’ on top of 
the launch height. 
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IS 28. 
Thanks to the sustained efforts by Rob Hanbury 
and crew, HNN took to the air again last Sunday 
after it’s refurbishment and Form 2. 
The paint job and new canopy have improved the 
appearance (and the pilot visibility) no end. 
Well done guys! Now, who’s going to enter it in 
the Comps? 

Are You Ready to Outland? 
In the past year, one glider has been written off 
and a number damaged due to poor and usually 
late paddock selection. 
The risks include: 
1. Forgetting pre-landing checks due to pressure. 
2. Mis-handling retractable engines and propellers 
causing rapid loss of height and even more pres-
sure. 
3. Landing in a paddock that’s too short or too 
soft for a safe aero retrieve. This may cause a 
ground loop on landing or hit you hard in the hip 
pocket if the towplane goes home without you.  

Are You Ready to Take Off? 
You need at least 600m of firm level ground into 
wind for a safe aero retrieve takeoff. Pace it out 
and check for likely obstructions before you call 
for a retrieve. 

Remember – we are not going to risk the safety 
of our tug or its pilot if there’s any doubt. 
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Below is a short quiz to refresh your knowledge about 
rules of the air. Each question is either True or False.  
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How did you go?  Check your answers with those on page 
page 6. 
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Answers to the Rules of the Air Quiz 
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Enterprise Week 

IS 28 Test Flight  

Nice tail cone! 
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