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From the President 

Club House. 
Since I took on the Presidents job I have pursued the 
issues that I believe prevent potential members of a 
gliding club join other clubs than GCWA. One of the 
best ways to work this out is by speaking to members 
of other clubs. Well I was a member of Beverley origi-
nally and the reason that I joined there was the quality 
of their club gliders compared to those of GCWA. That 
problem is getting on the way to being resolved with 
the purchase of GEE, and GRB in addition to the sell-
ing of one of our Blaniks and two single seaters that 
were not up to standard particularly because of weight 
limitations, I would like to see a good cross country 
glider in the future but the next move I consider more 
important. The next big reason I found people joined 
Beverley was due to the remote location of the launch 
point. We lacked shelter. This issue is difficult for us as 
we can not grow trees at the launch point due to re-
strictions of crop and being a major airfield. This has 
been resolved with the launch point van.  
 
The next issue is the club house. I strongly believe that 
the club house has to be a place where people enjoy 
staying, it needs to be open and with a good view, why 
do houses with good views sell for more than those 
without. We could of course make larger windows but 
this would not be allowed by heritage. So in my mind 
refurbishing the existing club house on the long term is 
not the way to go. Having been to a number of clubs 
around the country those that give the best ambience 
and have members enjoying just being there have 
openness not only to the view but also have plenty of 
space inside. I do not like the idea of having a large 
club house that is split into separate kitchen office and 
living area. Look at the modern home and you will see 
that the tendency is to go for something with space. 
Although we could look at refurbishing our existing 
building I fee that it is well past its use by date, yes it 
has some great qualities, but I want something that 
members of GCWA can truly feel proud of and I am 
not convinced that is the case at the moment. 
 
At the moment the committee has set up a sub com-
mittee of Marek, Knut and myself to look into the mat-
ter, we will be contacting the shire to look at what we 
can develop and where. If you have any input please 
let me know, so I can put it in the records of member’s 
requirements. Watch this space. 

Flying with Ingo. 
For those who do not know Ingo Renner is one or Aus-
tralia’s great sportsmen. He started gliding at 15 and 
has accumulated 32,000 hours of gliding together with 
5 world championships. WAGA arranged for him to 
come to WA for a week of coaching and I was lucky 
enough to fly with him a couple of weeks ago. He is 
rumoured to be many things, many of which proved to 
be untrue.  
A quite man who was not a good teacher! We flew 
for 300k in the DG 1000 and I was given the full story 
throughout the flight, what I was doing right and wrong, 
why we were doing what we were doing. He was will-
ing to discuss matters. Not only a man full of informa-
tion and willing and able to give it. He was also a de-
lightful and unassuming absolute gentleman. 
He flies at block speeds! Whereas the MacCready 
theory suggests that you chase the needle, varying 
your speed depending upon the air you fly in. Ingo cer-
tainly does not fly like this but he does vary his speed. 
I think that we could put it this way. There are 4 
speeds he flies.  
1) 65 knots when approaching a thermal, more about 
this later. 
2) The speed for the day. We flew most of the flight at 
about 75 kph. 
3) In regions of heavy and long term sink 10 knots 
faster. 
4) In regions of good lift i.e. up streets 10 knots slower. 
Ingo does not divert! Again a false rumour whereas 
he indicates that on a booming day going to 10,000ft 
he says he will go straight online to task, unless there 
are Cu to go for, or if he is getting low. We continually 
diverted to the next thermal source, with minor diver-
sions to intermediate thermal sources. 
What I learnt. Interestingly Ingo flies two handed. The 
technique that I learnt of particular interest was that 
Ingo slows down to 65 Knots as he approaches every 
thermal. He slows down in the pre thermal buffet, even 
in the sink. This allows him to feel the thermal, if it 
strong or weak, narrow or wide, on the left or right and 
if it is worth stopping at. This above all prevents you 
passing through the good lift at high speed and pass-
ing it by before the decision to stop and turn, if the lift 
is no good back up to inter thermal speed and on the 
way. 
 
He loves to fly. We were on a conservative final glide 
into Beverley from Quairading when we ran into some 
lift. At the time Ingo was flying and he stoped to turn, I 
asked him why when we had a good final glide. De-
spite having 32,000 hours of flying he said. 
“I just like thermalling.” I think that if we had time he 
would have gone round again. He’s just a natural bird. 
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From the President 

Over the years I had tried to encourage Narrogin to fly 
in the inter club comp, and a few of us thought that to 
go to Narrogin and fly from there would help them do 
this. A couple of weekends ago I went to Narrogin to 
fly their two seater from there whilst we arranged for 
some members to fly down to Narrogin in our two seat-
ers with other members due to fly back. 
 
The Saturday was a very interesting day with the tem-
perature trace showing unstable air above 4000 ft with 
a layer of stability below. But also more critically a wind 
of 90° up to 5000 then a constant change to 180° at 
7000. I did not note this at briefing! But should I have 
done it would have shouted wave to me. I took the 
Puch leaving about mid day and we struggled to get 
above 4000 on the first 3 thermals but despite the ther-
mals topping out at 4000 there was no sign of the in-
version layer. I came to the conclusion that there must 
be a wind sheer and we needed to struggle through it 
to get to the more unstable upper level. This we did 
and we got good climbs for the rest of the day. How-
ever the lift we encountered was nearly all wave, 
shown by the photos taken on the day. We would 
climb under the windward side of the cloud but with 
continual adjustment of the centre as the lift moved 
both with the thermal source and the wave. Bottom line 
is we got round in the Puch but still unfortunately the 
only other Narrogin glider to make the course was the 
Nimbus 3, all the others cut short despite Chris flying 
round in just over 2 ½ hours and Don in 3:11 with the 
wheel down!  
 
We all had a great evening there with a large turn out 
of the very social group at Narrogin. The following day 
did not look good with the trough having passed and 
us having southerlies but I had to get the PW5 back. 
So Frank and I set off home after a couple of climbs 
things were beginning to look good other than Frank 
was not. The Stemme was keeping up with the PW6’s 
great performance, but with Frank’s sickness we 
stopped at Beverley for him to have a rest. Many great 
comments about our lovely PW6! Frank feeling better 
we took a 2000 launch thermaled away and Frank im-
mediately began to feel ill again. Anyway we did get 
home for the GRB to fly at Cunderdin the following 
weekend. 
 

The problem now was that Don had come to the con-
clusion that the weather would not be good enough to 
fly the IS28 back to Cunderdin, perhaps proof that we 
should not get psyched out by the weather. So next 
Saturday I got a lift to Narrogin, unfortunately with no 
student and with a grotty looking morning with upper 
level cloud I set off for Cunderdin with Kevin telling me 
that there was a rain cloud to the north of the Club. 
Rather than flying direct to Cunderdin I felt it better to 
fly via Beverley should I need a retrieve, and without a 
GPS landing by the road would make it an easy re-
trieve. As I approached Beverley there was a large rain 
cloud dumping massive amounts of rain to the west of 
Beverley, in addition another cloud giving a sprinkling 
to the East. There had been some lightening but that 
appeared to have died off and I was hoping that the 
cloud to the West would dry its self out. So with 5000 
over Brookton I set off to get to Beverley and see what 
was the other side. That is when the cloud to the east 
and west decided to join up and the lightening started 
to become frequent again, in one case starting a small 
fire. I had considered flying round the cloud to the 
West but without GPS giving exact outlanding posi-
tions could have caused problems, so I went back to 
Brookton, picked an easily locatable paddock and tied 
the glider down then ran for cover under some bush, 
not wishing to be under a metal plain in the middle of a 
paddock. Once the rain came through and I got onto 
Beverley I found that their resident tug pilot could not 
retrieve! So it was Knut who flew FSJ to get me back. 
 
It was a great few weekends. Would we do it again? 
Yes I think so but only with trailers for all the two seat-
ers. Narrogin have stated that they will do a reciprocal 
next year. 
 
 
Remember your checks and use them to the full ex-
tent. I.e. Undercarriage Down and LOCKED. 
 
Safe Flying. 
 
James Cooper 
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From the CFI 

Operations Report for March 09 

Roster. 
The new roster goes up to19th April. Note coaching still on alternate Saturdays. 
 
Membership Activity. 
Welcome to new member Don Woodward, a very experienced pilot and current WA State Champion.Farewell to Andreas 
Pfennig, who is returning to Germany after being a member for the last three months. He has visited regularly and was al-
ways willing to help out in the hangar or on the strip. We got him close to solo and hope he continues his gliding progress 
on his return home.  
 
State Competitions. 
Held at Narrogin from 14-24 Jan 2009. Report in this issue. 
 
Wave Camp, Stirling Range. 
Not a peep out of anyone in response to the following appeal in the last issue. 
Where are you all?? 
For those who have not been before, it’s a fantastic opportunity to fly at one of the best wave sites in Australia, improve 
your flying skills and maybe get that elusive Diamond Height. 
 
Message from Owen Jones, WAGA President: 
Do see if you can drum up a bit more support from GCWA for this year's Wave Camp. 
It is a great chance to get together and the GCWA guys were missed last year. 
 
BSS have notified us that the dates will be Monday 27 July to Friday 7 August. It’s a good opportunity to pool club re-
sources and do a different type of flying to the flatlands. Anyone interested in going please advise me. 
It’s not essential to go for the whole 12 days if time is short. 
On site accommodation is available, and there is always a great social scene at the camp. 
 
Support Teams 
Three times out of the last four I have been rostered on, either tugging or instructing, there has been nobody from the    
rostered support team turn up to help. The whole idea of having support teams is to spread the load as far as possible and 
relieve the duty instructor. The teams are clearly shown on the roster. If the team leader hasn’t contacted you before a    
rostered day please contact him and ask if you’re required. You could even decide to go and fly. 
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From the CFI 

Operations Report for March 09—cont’d 

Incidents. 
Following my report last issue, here is an extract from my recent report to WAGA: 
A disturbing number of incidents reported since the last WAGA meeting in November. 
1. Heavy landing in a paddock causing glider impact damage. Faulty airspeed indicator and up slope contributed. 
2. Flapped glider undershot aiming point on home strip and landed in the rough. Right wing clipped a tree and caused a 

ground loop. Wind shear reported. 
3. Wheels-up on paddock landing due to not being properly locked down. Abrasion and impact damage. 
4. Wheels up at home airstrip. Aircraft ballooned and pilot inadvertently retracted the undercart. Abrasion and impact 

damage. 
5. Heavy landing due to late round-out of pilot on check flight with instructor on board. Tail wheel damaged. 
6. Visitor crossed active runway in front of landing glider. Glider managed to avoid. 
7. Tug waved glider off due to rough running. Glider landed ahead but had to ground loop to avoid going into the 

rough at the upwind end of the strip. 
8. Pilot had trouble unlocking undercart to extend at circuit joining. Elected to land in grass wheel-up alongside the 

strip. Minor abrasion damage. 
9. Near miss between two gliders returning to the home airstrip from different directions from XC flights. 
10. Rope wrapped round nose wheel at take-off. Stop signal not seen or heard by tow pilot until committed to take-off. 

Hook-up procedure carried out and glider landed with rope still attached. Damage to nose wheel tyre and tube. 
11. Loss of glider canopy on take-off. Was closed but not properly locked. Canopy written off. 
12. Near miss during State Comps between two gliders in the same thermal. 
13. Wheel retracted during firm landing. Thought to be not properly locked down. 
 
It is fortunate that none of the above incidents resulted in injury to the pilots other than possibly some dented egos and 
plenty of soul searching. Six of these incidents involved GCWA pilots and aircraft and most could be attributed to pilot 
error. 

Let’s stop this trend right now! 
 

Would you all please ensure you do proper and methodical pre takeoff and pre landing checks. 
The hookup issue can be avoided by holding on the wheel brake until the glider has started to move before giving ‘All Out’ 
and using a front signaller when the Auster is in use. 
 
Remember. 
The three most useless things in gliding 

Height above you 
Runway behind you 
The last 50 feet (if you haven’t got it under control). 

It has been said ”There are three simple rules for making a perfect landing: Unfortunately, no one knows 
what they are.”  - Just get it right. 
 
See you at Cunderdin. 
Plenty of soaring days left. 
Kevin Saunders 
CFI—GCWA 
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Held at Narrogin Gliding Club. 
A record number of participants in recent years. 26 entries. Also a record number from GCWA – seven. 
We also had a crew, with Bob Smoothy staying for the whole comps and helping out wherever he could. Bob Bignell, after 
his unfortunate incident on day one, stayed around for the rest of the comps and helped out. Thanks Bob and Bob. 
Day 1 
My Colibri accepted the task but then refused to work. How far can you drop kick a Colibri? Borrowed another and entered 
the start points, turning points and task out on the strip, since it had no data base. 
Very hot and dusty. Had to wait on the strip for the dust to clear before I was game to start the PIK engine. One aircraft lost 
it’s canopy on take-off, the only damage for the week. 
Task Harrismith-Corrigin. Good climbs on second leg to 11000’. Got home and thought I’d done quite well. The Scorer 
came back to say there was no data in the logger!!! It had worked on the task but must have dumped all the data as soon as it 
was unplugged. How far can you drop kick two Coibris? So, zero points in my quest to be WA State Champion 2009. Not a 
promising start. 
Denis 4th, Chris 5th Rod 7th. . 
Day 2 
A cooler day with south westerlies. 
Task Arthur river-Woodanilling-Moolyinning. 
Armed with a third Colibri that seemed to be working (thanks Bob Bignell) and a back-up Garmin I blasted off. 
No huge heights and some bomb-outs.(Rod). I had an engine start to get home. Denis won the day. At least I had a valid 
logger trace and put some points on the board. 
Bob Smoothy and I went off to get Rod with the trailer while Knut in FSJ went for Iain Russell and Dick Sasse, who had 
both landed in the same paddock near Wickepin. Denis won the day with Chris 6th, Iain 10th Rod 15th . 
Day 3 
No task set due to low cloud and poor convection. 
A cricket match in the afternoon, which turned out to be a bigger health hazard than gliding. I managed a nose dive in the 
middle of the bitumen pitch, removing various portions of skin in the process. We had more doctors and nurses on site than 
the local hospital and with numerous Band-Aids I was back on my feet. Thanks Iain and John. 
Day 4 
My nominated rest day (to recover from the cricket match!!) 
Task Kojonup-Dumbleyung. Only one bomb-out, NGN. Denis and Rod came in 4th and 5th with Iain 11th. 
Day 5 
Harrismith-Corrigin again. 
GEE (Denis) bombed out. 
I was 8th, Rod 13th and Denis 21st. 
Day 6 
Bulyee-Mt Kokeby 
Mass bomb outs when cirrus cloud moved in and SW wind picked up. Only 7 made it home, including Rod and Denis a 5th 
and 6th. I ended up 9th after a self retrieve and Iain was 16th. 
All three tugs used on retrieves. 
Day 7 
No task set due to forecast from RASP. Turned out a good day, resulting in RASP being renamed Really Abysmal Soaring 
Programme. 
Bocce match. No injuries this time. GCWA won again. Denis flew the PIK round a task. 

State Comps 2009 
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Day 8 
Brookton Bullaring Tincurrin. Climbs to 6000’ 
State Coach Paul Rose missed one turning point. 
Rod 8th, Denis 9th, me 11th.. 
All made it home. 
Day 9 
Pingelly, Bullaring, Dumbleyung, Arthur River. 
Don Woodward needed something out of the bag to take the top spot from Greg Beecroft. He certainly produced it, scorch-
ing round at 111 kph and beating the rest of the field by at least 10 kph. Rod made 2nd, Denis 3rd, I was 14th and Iain 16th. 
 
Overall result had our team of Denis, Rod and Chris highest in the points. Denis ended up 5th, Rod 7th and Chris10th .The 
trophy was won by the Beverley team.  
 
The Comps dinner was held evening and attended by around 70 people. 
 
All in all, a safe comps, a friendly comps and an enjoyable one. NGC set a very high standard with their organisation. 
Something for us to aim at when we host the comps next year. 
 
For results see http://www.waga.org.au/comps2009/results/Comps%202009_Championship%20Class.htm 
 
Kevin Saunders 
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New Tow Rates 
                Std             Pre Solo 

500’              18              18 

1000’            23              20      

1500’           32              30 

2000’            40            36 

2500’            48            43 

3000’            55              50 

Notices 

I have received numerous payments to the bank on the following 
dates (the days you paid may be one or two days before) 

But there is no record on the statement as to who paid. 

22 Dec 2008 Membership 

22 Dec 2008 Gliding 21 12 08 

2 Jan 2009 Gliding Club. 

29 Jan  the check says flying fees 

If these are your payments let me know the amount and I will credit 
your account. 

James 042 999 2468 

Missing Tie Downs 
 
Post Comps 09 NGC seemed to "misplace" a number of glider tie down pegs. They are easily identifiable by a 
blue speckled woven cored rope which is UV resistant. While they are obviously replaceable, the rope was not 
inexpensive. 
  
Would you mind both broadcasting to your members that attended the comps if they would check their respec-
tive trailers and make arrangements to have them in one place for collection. 
  
My guess is we have approximately 15 to 20 missing. 
Dayle (Narrogin Gliding Club) 

Cirrus Duty Roster 
 
14th Feb  Bob Bignell / Sally Gorta 
1st March  Lee Hird / Adam Alexander 
14th March Bob Bignell / James Ross 
29th March Lee Hird / Adam Alexander 
11th April Bob Bignell / Sally Gorta 


